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Rationale—Language learners
• In 2024.  there were more than 300 million international migrants 

or about 3% of the world’s population lived in a country in which 

they were not born (World Migration Report, 2026) 

• In the United States, more than half of adults in adult education 

programs are taking some English courses



• To adapt and function well in a new community, need to: 

• learn the language 

• understand its history and systems

• A new curriculum to address these multiple needs, named CILIA-T

• It is developed for the learners in the US, but the principles and the 

basic approach can be adapted to international contexts and other 

content areas



Rationale--Other learners

• Around the world the average completion rate for upper secondary 
education (high school equivalent) is 61%. 

• The completion rate can range between 28-96% depending on the 
region of the world. 

• Native speakers who could not complete their education because 
of various economic, sociocultural reasons can also benefit from 
a curriculum such as CILIA-T. 



CILIA-T: Content-Integrated Language Instruction for 
Adults, with Technology Support

Free, open access eBook, integrating academic English, history, 
civics, digital skills

https://open.lib.umn.edu/ciliat
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Theory behind 
CILIA-T

To interact 
effectively with 
complex 
information
(access, comprehend, 
apply, share), 
strengthen these 
proficiencies:

Complex 
information

   -Access
   -Comprehend

   -Apply

    -Share

Higher order 
thinking 

skills

Academic 
vocabulary

Digital 
skills, 
using 

technology

Background 
knowledge



The 16 modules 
in the in the 
CILIA-T eBook 
(covering U.S. 
History and 
Civics) 



Each module has the following sequence of activities:

1 – Warmup and Introduction

2A – Read the Text #1: Getting an Idea
2B – Read the Text #2: Vocabulary and        
content
2C – Read the Text #3 – Practicing 
Fluency

3 – Think and Apply Activity 1

4 – Digital Literacy Practice

5 – Word Workshop

6 – Read the Text #4 – Putting It All Together

7 – Think and Apply Activity 2

8 – Module Project and Reflection

9 – Module Self Check

10 – Additional Resources



1. WARM UP and INTRODUCTION (Examples from the Constitution module)
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• Activate existing background knowledge

• Introduce the new module topic, guiding questions 
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2A. READ THE TEXT #1: GETTING AN IDEA
First reading (with audio): Individual reading for gist and basic textual content
2B. READ THE TEXT #2: BUILDING COMPREHENSION
Second reading: Whole class reading, paragraph-by-paragraph analysis of 
vocabulary and key details in context
2C. READ THE TEXT #3: PRACTICING FLUENCY
Third reading: Paired reading, review module vocabulary, dictation



4. DIGITAL LITERACY

Practice digital skills as related to the module topic
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5. WORD WORKSHOP 
Study morphological features and connectors; practice in context



7. THINK AND APPLY 2 (from the Industrialization and Labor module)
Integrating additional resources, personal experiences, opinions and 
background knowledge; practicing critical thinking



8. MODULE PROJECT AND REFLECTION 
Apply the information, build connections 
between text, related themes and 
personal experiences

Activity
• Have you heard about the 

Universal declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR)? 

• Do a brief internet search on this 
(One reliable source is the United 
Nations website)

• Compare the U.S Bill of Rights and 
UDHR
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9. SELF-CHECK
Complete a short test to check own understanding. 



How can such a curriculum be used in other contexts 
and in different content areas?

• Basic approach is transferable, focusing on:
• Respecting, activating and building on learners’
background knowledge
• Deep analysis of the materials, inviting higher-order 
thinking, inferencing, application
• Integrating content and academic language instruction
• Building relevant digital skills

• Possible domains
• Health, finance, science, workplace basics (e.g., tourism)….



Thank you!

For questions, feedback and ideas, email us:
• Aydin Durgunoglu    adurguno@d.umn.edu
• Erin Cary   cary0011@d.umn.edu
• Daphne Greenberg   dgreenberg@gsu.edu
• Elizabeth Tighe  etighe@gsu.edu
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