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Digital Narratives 
Observatory

M A P

Emerging digital narrative forms

F O S T E R  D I A L O G U E

Research, publishing, and educational practice

O R I E N T

Create, publish, and teach with stories
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How are digital technologies transforming narratives 
for children — and what does this mean for the child as 
reader?

· · ·
From publishers

who produce children's narratives

From research

on how children experience and read them
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F R O M  R E S E A R C H

Four modes of digital narrative
Defined by the relationship between story and reader — not by the technology used.

1 Media-Enhanced Reading

Medium changes, story does not. Narrative still 

linear.

Audiobook · enhanced e-book · webtoon

2 Traversing

The author offers different paths. The reader picks 

the route.

Choose-your-own-adventure · Inanimate Alice

3 Inhabiting

The reader enters the story world. No fixed 

sequence.

Breathe by Kate Pullinger

4 Co-Creating

The reader becomes co-author. Where AI has 

entered most powerfully.

Colin (Ye et al., 2025) — child speaks & draws · AI writes
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Can AI develop real agency?

The question is not whether AI enables co-creation, but what kind of co-creation it 
enables.
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Q U E S T I O N  1

Whose choices structure the story — the 
child's, or the model's?

Q U E S T I O N  2

Whose authorship are we recognising — and 
whose are we losing?
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Thank you
F U L L  R E P O R T

Available at: 
https://www.bolognachildrensbookfair.com/eventi/digit
al-narratives-observatory/16434.html 

C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  N E X T  E D I T I O N  o f  

t h e  D N O  r e p o r t   s h a r e  y o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  

c a s e  s t u d i e s ,  o r  c l a s s r o o m  p r o j e c t s

associazione@literacyitalia.it
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